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Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you,  for  your  consideration,  my  third 
Annual  Report,  for  the  year  1905,  which  I  am  glad  to  say  compares 
favourably  with  that  for  the  previous  year.  The  year  1904  was  in  every 
respect  unfortunate. 

In  Trawden,  the  past  year  has  been  marked  by  good  weather,  good 
trade,  little  sickness,  and  no  epidemics,  with  the  result  that  the  Medical 
Report  of  the  Health  of  the  District  is  correspondingly  good. 

The  Death  Rate  is  low. 

The  Zymotic  Rate  is  low. 

The  Infantile  Death-Rate  is  also  low,  and  the  Bhth  Rate  maintains 

the  average  of  the  last  few  years. 

The  Estimated  Population  for  1905  was  2800. 

There  were  705  inhabited  houses,  an  increase  of  10  since  1905.  The 
average  number  of  inhabitants  to  each  house  was  3*9. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  the  houses  complained  of  in  my  last  report 
as  being  imperfect,  is  much  improved.  Most  of  them  are  now  in  good 
condition,  though  a  few  still  remain  which  require  more  adequate  sanitary 
arrangements.  These  are  situated  in  the  very  old  part  of  the  district. 

The  new  houses  erected  and  in  course  of  erection  are  being  built 
with  due  regard  to  the  requirements  of  health  and  sanitation. 

There  is  hardly  any  overcrowding.  1  know  of  only  one  family  whose 
house  is  not  sufficiently  large  for  proper  accommodation. 

Thirty  Deaths  were  registered,  a  decrease  of  27  on  the  number 
registered  in  1904. 
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There  were  1 3  deaths  of  males  and  1 7  of  females. 

This,  in  a  population  of  2800,  gives  a  death-rate  of  10*7,  which  is  low 
and  most  satisfactory,  and  is  a  proof  of  the  healthiness  and  good  sanitation 
of  the  district.  This  rate  is  the  lowest  for  the  last  10  years,  and  much  below 
the  average. 

There  were  70  Births  registered — 34  males  and  36  females.  This 
gives  a  birth-rate  of  25  per  1000  of  the  population,  a  rate  which  is  lower 
than  that  of  last  year,  and  lower  than  the  average  for  the  last  ten  years,  but 
above  the  average  for  the  last  four  years,  and  more  than  double  the  death- 
rate. 

There  were  no  illegitimate  births  registered. 

There  were  10  cases  of  Infectious  Notifiable  Diseases,  viz.: — 
Erysipelas,  5  ;  Typhoid  Fever,  3  ;  and  Scarlet  Fever,  2.  This  gives  a 
Zymotic  Rate  of  3'5  per  1000  of  the  population. 

I  regret  to  say  that  of  the  cases  notified,  one  case  of  Typhoid  Fever 
terminated  fatally.  This  gives  a  Zymotic  Death  Rate  of  '35  per  1000  of 
the  population. 

The  number  of  cases  of  Erysipelas  is  above  the  normal.  This  was 
caused  no  doubt  by  the  cold  east  winds  of  March  and  May.  The  cases 
were  of  considerable  severity,  but  all  made  a  good  recovery.  I  am  glad  to 
say  that  the  patients  were  well  isolated  at  home,  and  no  puerperal  or  septic 
midwifery  cases  followed.  The  greater  number  of  Infectious  Cases  notified 
were  adults.  One  infant  case  was  reported,  and  two  children  aged  6  years^ 
the  remaining  seven  being  between  the  ages  of  17  and  55  years.  In  every 
case  prompt  and  efficient  disinfection  was  employed.  I  could  trace  no 
spread  of  disease  whatever,  except  in  one  case,  where  the  patient  who  was 
being  nursed  by  her  mother,  conveyed  the  disease  to  her. 

I  here  give  a  tabulation  of  the  Zymotic  Diseases  notified  with  the 
ages  at  which  they  occurred. 


CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFIED  DORING  THE  YEAR  1905. 
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There  were  no  cases  of  non-notifiable  infectious  disease,  such  as 
measles.  In  this  particular  this  year’s  report  is  superior  to  that  of  last  year. 
The  epidemic  of  measles  in  iqo4  was  very  severe,  and  was  the  cause  of  much 
sickness  and  infantile  mortality,  and  necessitated  the  closing  of  the  schools. 

There  were  no  cases  of  Whooping  Cough  or  Chicken  Pox. 

I  am  glad  to  call  your  attention  to  the  low  infant  death-rate,  the 
most  pleasing  feature  of  my  report. 

Out  of  the  70  births  registered,  6  infants  died.  This  gives  an  Infant 
death-rate  of  85*4  per  1000  births  registered,  or  8  per  cent.  This  is  most 
satisfactory,  being  very  much  lower  than  the  rate  for  1904,  which  was  232’8. 
Even  this  low  rate  would  have  been  still  lower  but  for  the  unfortunate  fact 
of  the  birth  of  weakly  infants,  who  failed  to  survive  their  birth  by  more  than 
a  few  hours. 

Two  died  from  “  weakness  from  birth,”  aged  respectively  three  hours 
and  five  hours,  another  prematurely  born  lived  one  day. 

The  other  deaths  occurred  at  the  ages  of  4,  6,  and  9  months,  the 
causes  being  as  follow  : — 

Gastric  Catarrh  ...  ...  ...  i 

Dentition  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Coroner’s  Certificate — Natural  Causes  i 

The  Infant  death-rate  for  1905,  is  much  lower  than  the  average  rate 
for  the  last  ten  years,  though  of  these  the  years  1897,  190T,  1902  and  1903 
were  all  remarkable  for  their  low  Infant  Death-Kate,  giving  respectively  the 
following  rates  per  1000  births  registered: — 87,  137,  86,  and  53’3 — rates 
which  are  below  the  average  for  England  and  Wales,  and  much  lower  than 
for  Lancashire, 
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The  Trawden  Council  must  be  congratulated  on  their  far-seeing 
policy  of  having  for  many  years  past  instituted  Evening  Continuation  Classes, 
giving  instruction  to  ladies  in  Hygiene,  Home  Nursing,  and  First-Aid  in 
Sickness.  The  students  are  also  instructed  in  the  Elementary  Laws  of 
Health,  and  in  the  common-sense  methods  of  how  to  feed  an  infant — 
methods  of  which  there  is  regrettably  a  deplorable  amount  of  ignorance  in 
all  industrial  centres — and  are  further  taught  First-Aid  to  the  Wounded. 

I  am  glad  to  say  that  the  members  of  the  class  do  not  keep  their 
knowledge  to  themselves,  but  are  willing  to  help  in  any  case  of  sickness, 
and  to  give  aid  in  any  cases  requiring  intelligent  nursing,  and  also  to  advise 
young  mothers  as  to  the  proper  and  sensible  diet  for  their  children.  I 
consider  that  this  is  a  factor  which  in  no  small  degree  affects  the  Infant 
Death-Rate.  The  dissemination  of  such  knowledge  is  sure  to  bear  good 
results,  not  only  for  the  present,  but  for  many  years  to  come. 

I  here  give  Tables  showing  the  ages  at,  and  causes  of  Infant  deaths, 
also  the  months  in  which  they  occurred. 


CAUSE  OF  INFANT  DEATHS  AND  AGES  AT  DEATH. 
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CAUSE  of  INFANT  DEATHS  and  the  MONTHS  when  REGISTERED. 

This  table  shows  the  causes  of  all  infant  deaths,  and  the  months  of  the  year  in  which  they  occurred. 
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There  were  two  deaths  from  Respiratory  Diseases,  giving  a 
Respiratory  Death-Rate  of  *71  per  1000  of  the  population. 

There  were  two  deaths  from  Phthisis,  at  the  ages  of  27  and  38 
respectively,  giving  a  Phthisis  Death-Rate  of  *71  per  1000.  There  were 
no  other  Tubercular  Diseases  I  must  note  that  there  were  four  deaths  from 
Cancer,  twice  as  many  as  in  1904,  giving  a  Cancer  Death-Rate  of  r42  per 
1000,  which  is  twice  as  large  as  that  for  Phthisis. 

The  following  table  gives  the  causes  of,  and  ages  at  death,  from  all 


diseases  for  the  district. 


Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  the  Year  1905. 


CAUSES  OF 'DEATH. 
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The  number  of  deaths  in  the  ist  year  was  ...  6 

Between  i  year  and  under  5  years  ...  ...  3 

From  5  years  and  under  15  years  ...  ...  o 

From  15  years  and  under  25  years  ...  ...  i 

From  25  years  and  under  65  years  ...  ...  14 

From  65  years  and  upwards,  one  being  77  and 

three  being  75  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

The  average  age  at  death  was  35*4. 


The  following  table,  shows  the  cause  of  death  at  all  ages,  and  the 


number  registered  each  month. 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH  AT  ALL  AGES  AND  NUMDER  REGISTERED  EACH  MONTH. 
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From  the  above  table,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  lowest  mortality  was  in 
the  months  of  October,  June,  and  September,  and  the  highest  in  January 
and  November. 

House  Refuse* — The  removal  of  this  is  performed  satisfactorily,  and 
it  is  deposited  in  disused  quarries. 

Water  Supply. — The  quality  is  good.  A  sufficient  quantity  is  given 
during  the  wet  months,  but  in  summer  the  supply  becomes  short,  causing 
great  inconvenience.  The  Council  have  not  yet  obtained  the  necessary 
powers  to  convey  the  water  found  on  Boulsworth  to  the  village.  The  water 
is  pure,  and  excellent  for  domestic  use,  and  maintains  its  average  flow, 
thereby  showing  unlimited  supply.  It  seems  a  pity  that  such  excellent  water 
should  run  to  waste  when  so  urgently  required. 

Slaughter  Houses. — Three,  all  in  good  condition.  No  unsound 

meat. 

Bake  Houses. — All  in  good  condition. 

Dairies. — None. 

Cowsheds  and  Milkshops. — Some  of  the  cowsheds  are  in  good 
condition,  especially  those  whose  owners  sell  milk.  Others  are  not  in  good 
condition,  being  small,  badly  ventilated,  dirty  and  low  roofed.  Regulations 
have  not  been  adopted. 

Lodging  Houses. — None, 

Factories  and  Workshops. — The  unpleasant  state  of  the  sanitary 
arrangements  of  the  factories  which  I  reported  last  year,  has  in  a  great 
measure  been  rectified.  The  Sanitary  Inspector  has  made  monthly  visits  to 
the  mills,  and  insisted  on  better  sanitation  being  maintained.  Cleanliness 
has  been  enforced,  and  delapidated  closets  have  been  repaired.  There  are 
only  two  or  three  of  which  he  has  cause  to  complain. 
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T  am  glad  to  be  able  to  report  a  very  great  improvement  in  this  respect 
since  mv  last  year’s  report.  There  is  yet  room  for  still  further  improvement, 
which  will,  I  trust,  be  carried  out  when  the  new  water  supply  is  available. 

The  interior  of  the  factories  are  clean,  and  they  are  well  ventilated. 

The  Workshops  are  all  in  good  order. 

Methods  of  dealing  with  Infectious  Diseases.— Isolation  as  far  as 
possible.  Fumigation,  Disinfection  and  General  Cleanliness. 

Scavenging. — Done  by  Employees  of  the  Council. 

Sewage. — The  Sewage  Works  are  in  good  order  and  working 
satisfactorily. 

House  Accommodation.— Very  good, — no  overcrowding.  Some  of 
the  property  in  the  old  part  of  the  village,  is  not  in  a  good  condition.  Many 
of  the  old  houses  mentioned  in  my  last  report  as  being  insanitary  are  much 
improved. 

NUISANCES. — Mr.  Tatham  reports  as  follows;  “There  were 
7  notices  serve  d  ;  6  abated,  and  i  in  abeyance.  There  have  been  lo 
nuisances  abated  without  it  being  necessary  to  serve  the  usual  notices.  The 
mill  closets  have  been  greatly  improved  during  the  past  year.  There  are 
only  two  or  three  not  yet  in  a  satisfactory  condition.” 

Mr.  Tatham  hopes  that  the  existing  nuisances  will  shortly  be  abolished. 

In  conclusion,  I  have  verj'  great  pleasure  in  being  able  to  report  to 
you  so  good  a  state  of  the  Public  Health  of  Trawden,  and  hope  that  my 
report  for  the  coming  year  may  be  as  satisfactory. 

Appended  are  Vital  Statistics  for  1905  and  the  previous  years. 

I  am.  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 


168,  Keighly  Road, 

Colne,  March  8th,  1906. 


GEORGE  SKEEN. 


VITAL  STATISTICS  DURING  1905  AND  PREVIOUS  YEARS. 
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Kates  in  Columns  4,  8,  and  10  calculated  per  1000  of  estimated  population. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS  IN  1905  AND  PREVIOUS  YEARS. 


Yka  r. 

Population  esti¬ 
mated  to  middle 
of  each  year. 

Births 

Registered. 

Deaths 
at  all 

Ages. 

Deaths 
undei- 
I  year. 

1895 

2430 

73 

56 

7  6 

1896 

2449 

76 

47 

14 

00 

2500 

81 

38 

7 

I  898 

2525 

82 

37 

•4 

1899 

2545 

62 

47 

15 

1900 

2565 

69 

39 

I  2 

190  I 

2641 

58 

34 

8 

1902 

2727 

58 

32 

5 

1903 

2750 

75 

34 

4 

1904 

2780 

73 

57 

n 

Averages  of  years  | 
1895  to  1904.  j 
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